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Honorable Director of Patents and Trademarks 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 223 1 3-1450 
Dear Sir, 

In response to the Office Action mailed January 30. 2004 requiring restriction 
between daims 1 to 8 and 9 to 25. Applicants provisionally elect claims 9 to 25 
for examination. 



However, the Restrk;lk>n Requirement is traversed for the foUowing 



reasons:- 



The Examiner argues that daims 1 to 8 are drawn to virtual private network 
particulars of label switdied networking induding implidt switdiing. and 
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concatenation partfculare. The Examfner dasaifies this sutjject matter into claim 
709. aubclass 238. However, the Examiner will see that claims 1 to 8 are 
actually directed to 'a method of routing an Infbnmation packet over a label 
switched path between first and second end stations In a virtual private networ1< 
defined over a communications network arrangement". TTius, the Examiner will 
see that claims 1 to 8 are not drawn to virtual private network particulars, but to a 
method of routing in a virtual private network. Thus. Applicants submit that 
claims 1 to 8 are more properly classified In class 370. subclasses 352 and 392. 
atong with claims 9 to 25. 

Accordingly. AppHcants submit that the invention as defined by claims 1 to 8 has 
not attained recognition in the art as a separate subject for inventive effort and no 
reasons exist for requiring restriction. Furthemrore. Applicants submit that 
examining all the daims of the present invention vwuld place no undue burden 
on the Examiner. 

Accordingly, it is respectiully requested that the restriction requirement be 
withdrawn, and examination of all claims proceed. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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